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3 HA ring rend the following Friendly 
1 wer of a Letter, written by a 

byterian to his Friend, touchin 
resbytery, &c, I do find it a very — 
- «compoſed Work, 


timents of the Church, 
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third — Which are the Arft. | 4 
Weng of yours, that exet came fl 
my Hands; Wai moſt accep+ | | 
table: Elpecially whey I have learned from , 
them and from the Bearer, that your Fami || 
= now all in good Health : Of which, Se 1 
I aſſure you, We all Here are 3 * 
From yours I am alſ wü x 4 2 | ll 
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Lady's Patience and 
ons; which is mighty Taue ae 28 
n as you very well know, is 4 meUL˙ 
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Nn Chriſtian Vertue, and the Gift of 
God, and ought to be improved by Ti 9 

| fi ulne F. * 

But, Sir. that part of ours, "with? 


tell me, Pou do exceedingly rejoice be- 


cauſe J am turn'd Whin is indeed pret- 


ty ſingular: Tis what 1 muſt own I was 


heartily ſurpriſed at. For, notwithſtanding 
all the great Encouragements, that by the 
pre ſent Laus are now annexed to that Per- 
waſion, which certainly are mighty power- 


. al Temptations, and which I know prevail 
with very many; Ido aſſure you, Sir, while 


I keep ſober, and do enjoy the right Uſe 
of jou. Reaſon, that is the Thing, by the 
Grace of Gon, which I will neyer do : For 


| Whig and Schifmatick I ever underſtood 


to be convertible Terms. 


And truly, Sir, Imuſt cell you, I cannot _ 


but in ſome Sort admire, how a Gentleman 
- of ſo much Learning and Penetration beyond 
the Vulgar, as you, I am perſwaded, are 


> Maſter of, ſhould delight in a State of 


Schiſm, or rejoice to think that your good 

Friend were therein 
I Know, the pꝛesbyterians in-ScoHand, 
Who are now become mig wee werful and 
very numerous, make very light of this Sin 
of Schifm : And your T. AE do- moſt 
rarely or never take reg to 4 to 
eir 


„ 8 «a 1 


4% © $5 x | 
| cheir Hearers,”- the dangerous Conſequences 


of it. 45 | 
However, vir, this was very far from the 


1 
Y 


Judgment, and the Practice of our bleſſed 
SAvioun and his Ap2fles + For they have 


very often, and moſt clearly laid o 
Odiouſneſs of that Sin, which. is 


e o the 
1 


ſeryable, by the diligent Reader, apes 


the whole Writings of the New Teſtament, - 


And therefore, Sir; becauſe, partly through - 
your Teachers Default, you may have for- 
got, let me take the Freedom to mind you, 


that this horrid Sin of Schi 


Im, which con- 


fiſts in a ful, and canſeleſt. and very 


often in an ignorant Se 7 
Church, is directly oppoſite to that outward 


aration from the 


viſible Commun ion and Fellowſhip, propoſed 
by the ninth Article of the Sethe Creed ; 


and which is therefore abſolutel 
and neceſſary. amongſt all the 
9 Church. 


Gat, 


requiſite 
embers of 


the. Nature of which 88 all 5 
lick, I mean all Sound and Orthodox 


Chriſtians all the World over, as they have 


Occaſion to meet together, are indiſpenſibly-., 


bound. not to make ſeparate and Gs 


Communions, nor to ſet up Altar ag 


- Altar, as Yereticks and 
Bur, on the contrary, to unte theme 

ogether 
into 


do: 


ſelves into One Body, and to join t 


hiſmaricks 


into One Communion and Fellowſhip,” for 


244: 2B. of 
Prayers, Praiſes, Sacraments..and all other 
relig J 
Now, Sir, the Reaſon of this neceſſary 


viſble Communion amongſt the Members is 


moſt obvious, and moſt clear ; and that be- 
cauſe the Church it ſelf, the Myſtical Body 


of Cunts r, is bur One, The true, vil. 


ble, Catbolict Church, as the holy Scriptures, 


and our common Creed from thence do teach 
us, is but One ; neither can it be but One, 


1 1 


becauſe CHRIST its Head is but One. 


Dune Carisr can be but One Head, and 
One Head can have but One Body : Curisr 


can be but One Hurband, and ſo, by the 
Chriſtian Law, can have but One Spon/e. 
He is but One * Chief Corner-ſtone, and 


therefore can be ſufficient but for One Buil- 


Ling. 


But chis great Body, the One, True, Vi- 


fle. Catholick Church, whereof our Lord 


Egus CHRIsrT is the alone, and the on- 
Apreme Head, and univerſal Governor; 
This f One Fold under One Shepherd, as St. 
John calls it, for Order and Government's 
Sake, is diſtribured into many particulat 
ure her, with particular Biſhops and Go- 
Perner over them, who are the reſpective 
{ubordinare Heads, and Principles of Uni. 
rnd , Fran A RR. 2 * 
— 5 — * — — — thu, 

r n 
| mg 
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1 8 
to thoſe ſeyeral Churches, and do ſerve as 
many a Foundation-ſtones and Fe to 


this great Spiritual Building. 
And all theſe Churches, Sir; i he for 1. 


Lance were of old, the ( Churches of Ju- 


dea, the Churches of (c) Samaria and of Gu. 


tee, and the ſeven Churches mentioned in te 
firſt three Chapters of the Revelation, Be: 


All theſe Churches, I ſay, and all rhe 1 
cular Members in each Church; bei 
ed together by brotherly Lave and C 
Ene Tie the ſame Faitb, entertaining 
ame Hope, being baptiſed with the 1— Fo. 
Priſm, _ made hereby Heirs, of rr 
acious Promiſes; being directed 
e Spirit, govern d by 22 lame 
chy and Laws, taught by the fame — 


Doctrine, joining in the ſame publick Pra 


ers, and made Partakers of ihe ſame Satrg- 


mental Bread and Cup; do, by theſe nece{- - 


ſary Bonds, of this external vi/able Commu- 
nion, make up the One, Holy. Viſiblo, Ca. 
tholick Church of Cun Is 
And in this very Manner, the firſt Cheiſti- 
ans, whoſe Practice is left upon Record for our 
Imitation; the firſt Chriſtians, I ſay, 
| been, by 2 St. Peter and the other Apo- 
Mes of our Lord JESUS CuRIST, 
A 4 in- 


. 2, 20. 9 Gal. 1. 22. e 9 | 
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having 
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dadkeucked into the neceſſary Principles 4 
Dur ier of the Chriſtian Religion, and b 
them admitted into the -Chriſtian Church, 
through the Door and Gate of Baptiſm, be * 
came all, as St. Zuke in rhe Beginning of the 
As, tells us {a), of one Heart, an 4-4 one 
Sout'; — and continued ſtedfuſtly md 
ther in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellow. 
ſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in 
Prayers: (c) And unto the Church 
(which in this Faſhjon they did conſtitute) 
rf Lord added daily ſuch as fhould be ſa- 


2 Fer which one Inſtance, among many that 
ght be produced, we are already taught 

5 u ſee how ſuitable it is, and how agree- 
o to the Go/pel-Inftitation) that all Chri- 
ſtians, as — offers, ſhould thus unite 
and join together 1 in all the publick Offices 


228, of Religion. 


; R 


- Indeed, Sir, *tis by Means of this ont. 
rr ville Communion, that we confirm 
_ _ one another's Faith, that we encourage one 
© -Aaiother's Hope, and do enliven and provoke 
one another's Charity. By this Means alſo, 
we ſhew our ſelves, all of us, both Eecleſi- 
Allis be and Laicks, in our own proper Rank 
* te be ee of the ſame 


—— —— — 0 
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Myſtical Boch, and Subjecte of the ſame / 


Spiritual Kingdom. ED 
Bur, Sir, they who wilfully break this in- 
diſpenſibls Union, which ought thus to be 


kept inviolable amongſt all the Members of 


CarrsT's Body, and do ſeparate themſelves 


from the Church of Gop, by crumbling in- 


to Parties and Factions, and by ſetting up 
oppoſito Altars, in Diſobedience to our ſpi- 
ritual Superzors the Biſhops, who, as is ſaid 


above, are the reſpective ſubordinate Heads, 


and Principles of Unity, under JESUS 
Cunts r, in the Cathohick Church; being 
the true, the undoubted and lineal Succefſors 
of the College of Apoſtles, ro whom our bleſ- 


ſed Lo RD, immediately before his Aſcenſion, 


gave ſpecial and poſitive Command and Au- 


thority, excluſive of the /eventy Diſciples, © _ 
and of all other inferior Church-Officers, + 


(none ſuch being then preſent) to inſtruct, to 
plant and to govern his Church, and to or- 
dain and con ſecrate fit Perſons to ſucceed 
them in that great and weighty Charge. 
Which is the clear and certain Import of theſe 
Words of our Lo RD, (a) As my Father ſent 


mne, even ſo ſend J you; (b) and lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the End of the World. * 


All. Hay, who thus divide fromtheChurch, 
and do in this Manner act in Oppoſition to the 
Goof Gover. 
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(4) Jo. 2Q, 21. (5) Matt. 28. 20. 1 ; 
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deli vere 
who, by being ſuch, do miſerably exclude 


* Ark of 
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Governors and Paſtors of it, abidin TY (a) 
and earn earneſtly . — for the Faith once 
to the Saints, are Schiſmaticks; 


themſelves, from all the covenanted, and or di- 


nary Means, and Terms of Pardon and Mer- 


cy, offered by IE SuS CARISH in the Goſpel. 
a which Aſſertion, however much the 
Guilty may be diſobliged, it is nevertheleſs a 
moſt certain and unqueſtionable Truth Be- 

cauſe, as a very learned Doctor of the Church, 
L fon in his incomparable Expoſiti- 
the Creed, moſt judiciouſly hath obſer- 


ved, (6) © Curisr never appointed two Ways 


to go to Heaven, nor did he build a Church 


to fave ſome, and make another Inſtitution 


** for other Mens Salvation. {c) There is 
** no other Name under Heaven given amon 
« Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but hs 


3 the Name of Ir SuS; and that Name is no 


„ otherwiſe given under Heaven, than in the 
** Church. (4) As none were ſaved from 
«© the Deluge, but fuch as were within the 
| Noah, framed for their Reception 

by the Command of Gov: {e) As none of 
„the Fir. born of the Iſraelites in Egypt 
lived, bur ſuch as were within thoſe Habi. 


<> ene, whoſe Door. Poſts were ſprinkled 


„with 


2 


W HY Jade v. 5 See Dr. Pearſon on the Creed, 9th Edit. 


Pag. 349. (c) As 4+ 12. (4) Gen, 6. 14. C. (e) Ex. 12. 23. 


„with Blood by the Appointment of Gon, 

for their Preſeryation.: (a) And, as none of 
A the Inhabitants of Jericho could eſcape the 
Fire or Sword, but ſuch as were within 
the Houſe of Rac hab, tor whole Protecti- 
* on a Covenant was made : So none ſhall 


ever (unleſs through an nnrevealed and ex- 


traordinary Manner) eſcape the eternal Wrath 
of God, which belong not to the Church - 


** of Gon. „ 55 
Again, g nnter himſelf, as faith 
St. Paul, ing the { Head, we the Mem- 


bers of his ic 


Branches : What Life can there be, I pray 


you, in a Member (in a Hand or a Foot for 
- Inſtance) when cat off and ſeparated from the 


Bed)? Or what Say in a Branch, when 
lopp'd off from the Noot? „ 
Tis for this Reaſon, Sir, that in Hol 
Scripture, &chifmaticks are tiled (4 
Withered Brancbes, 12 Falſe Apoſites, 

(7) Falſe Brethren. They are by St. Pant, 
in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, ſaid to be ( 
proud, know ing noi bing. 0 
to Titus, they are called ( unruly, vain 

alters and Decervers, —— whoſe Mouths 


muſt be ſtopped. 


ere nn , G IT 


* N 7. 6. (e II. Cor. tt. 13. ( II. Cor. 11. 16. 9 


Tim. 6. 14. () Tit. 1. 10, 11. 
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Body; c) He being 
the True Vine, as ſaith St. John, we 2 | 


d in his Epiſtle 
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Our bleſſed 4 with great * fore- 


wafns his Diſciples of all ſuch : (4) Beware, 
uy s He, of falſe Pro phets, which come to 


Don in Sheeps Curbiag, but inwardly they 


are ravening Wolves, And again, (6) Tale 


heed, ſaith He, that no Mun deceive. you; 


falſe Prophets,and ſhall 
and Wonders, im ſo much, that if it were 
poſſible, the Y fal deceive the very Elek. 


For there ſhall ariſe 72 Chrifis nt 
ew great Signs 


The Macs Apoſtle St. Paul, gives allo di- 


gent Warning of theſe Schitmaticks, to 
the Governors and Paſtors of the Church at 
_ Epheſus, in theſe Words, (c) Take heed, 


_ fays he, unte your ſelves, and to all the 
2 over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 


you Overſeers ; —— For I know, that after 


my. departing ſhall grievous Wolves enter 


in among you, not ſparimg the Flock. Alſo, © 


of your own ſelves 2 en ariſe, ſpeaking 


. . perverſe Things, to ara eu Diſciples 

afrer them, &c. 

And ſo exceedingly ſinful and dangerous, _ 

Sir, is the joining in #or/ſhip with Schif: 
maticks, af however ſmall Conſequence 


ſome Perſons of my particular Acquaintance 
do eſteem it, that St. Paul hath expreſly dif- 
charged all Fellowſhip and — with 
them. Notice well Thee he faith. 


5; < | 2. We. 
| . 7 15. "© tb, 24. 4 4. (e) Afts 20. 28, 39, 30 30. | 


[ "" A TOR 
(a) We command you Briton, in the. 
Name of our Lord Jes vs CHRISÆTH that ye 
withdraw your ſelues from ever) Brother 
that walketh 2 ly, and nos after the 
Tradition which he hath received of us. And 
again, (6) I beſeech 55 Brethren, nart 
them which cauſe Drviſions' and Offences - 
contrary ts the Boctrine which ye have lear- 
} ned, and avoid them: For they that are ſuch; + 
|| /erve not our Lord IESsus 2 Sur but 
their own Belly, and by good Words and fair 
Speeches, 'deceive the Hearts of the Simple: 
And ſundry other Texts to the ſame Pu S 
From atiquity alſo, Sir, a Cloud of 
neſſes could be brought for cſtabliſhing * 
Truth: But, for Breyity's Sake, two or three 
Teſtimonies may reaſonably ſuffice; St. Cys. 
prian | Biſhop of Carthage, ' who flouriſhed 
before the Middle of the” third Century, his 
Words are theſe,” 
. Schiſmaticks, ſays be, cho they 
axe ſlain for confeſſing CHRIS r, yet is the 
Stain of Schilm ſo very deep, their very 
KBlood cannot waſh it out. It is an inexpi- 
able Crime, from which a Man cannot be 
I purged, tho' he die for CHRIST. ——— | 
et him give himſelf to fry in the Flames, - 
or to be torn i ioves 55 dy: that 
ji - Nt: * '* ſhall 


1 E. 


ä — 


— | 
(IL "The 3 "4 7 Do. 16. 17. (e) en = ky 
» Pag. 113, 114. Oxon. | 


eon ſhall be depoſed, and 


acquit your ſelf — 


k & £59 


that not crownhis Faith with Victor 8 55 


paſs only for the Puniſhngenr of hi 


46. He may be ſlaughter d. bur he ſh 
„% hot 
not be one f Canzer's Marty 
got one of the Chereb's Mcmbers; Ge. 


ctwa d; —— For that Man — 
rs; who is 


Again, dis declar the ſecond Canon 


* of the Syttod of dutigeh; bed in the Year 


341. That tis nod lawful to communi- 
«cate with Perſons extommunicated; nor, 


even in privat 
who kecp not the Cummunion of the 
Cbureh ? Theſe therefore who 
from their own Church, ought not to be 
received into any other Church, &c. 


-Laſtlyo The fsb Canon of the laid Cops 


cil runs thus. If any Precbyter or Deacon, 


« defpifin hisown Hiſbop. ſhall ſeparate from 
« the Church, and by anteil Bold Aſſem- 


blies, and rear up ocker Altar, teſuſing 


to obey his Biſhop, once and again calling 
for his Obedience; that Prechyter K Wes 


never be re- 
'* ſtored to his Honour, Sc.“ 
retend to juſtify; and 


ili, in this w 
as much as you — 


Now. Sir. you may 


and terrihle 


But. chat the * Þregvytertans in this Kings 


dum, and you, by being in Communion with 
them, are N Caſes into this ſad, this 


_ woful 


o Houſes, to pray with thoſe 


ſeparare 


* 4 r 


30 

woful and. miſerable State of Schicm, is 
moſt undeniable ; no Matter of Fact is capa · 
ble of clearer Demonſt ration. 


Fot Epiſtopal Gouerument, Sir, or a Su- 
— — amongſt che Cler. 


O. which is clearly of Divine Inſtitution, 
as is moſt evident, both from the Books of 
Moſes and the Prophets, where continual 
Mention is made of the High 179 the 
Prieſte and the Levites : From the Writings 
of the New Teflament, where the lame Hie. 
rarchy is likewiſe maintained and continued, 
both by our bleſſed 8 A vIOuR and his A 
files : Aud from the univerſal, unanimous 
and uninterrupted Teſtimony and Practice of 
the whole Church of CHRIST, in the Days 
of Miracles, and for the firſt fif Hun- 
dred Years of the Geſpe : Which ſundry e. 
minent Div;nes of the Church of 17 | 
have, in their Writings, ſet in a moſt clear 
. eee the learned Dr. Brett, in 
his two 


Church Gouerument and Governors, &c. the 
other upon the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy. 


Epi ſtupai Goverument, I ſay, as it was of 
old the nt of the Jeiſb Church, 
aud hath been ever, from the Beginning, the 


only. Government that obtained inthe unn. 


ver ſal Church of Cuxis r; ſo was it alſo the 


Government of this particular Church of Scor- 
| Fl r ren land 


Books; the one upon 


| "© „ 
land (as the accurate Mr. Jab, in his Reta 
Letter for a Toleration, "hab fairly rly' proved) 
which was eſtabliſhed by our Reformers; and 
which, from theRefdrmarde, did obtain, and 
continued in Vigour, unreſiſted, and unani- 
mouſly ſubmitted unto, until the Vear 2575. 
At which Time indeed, your proud and tur- 
8 bulent Predeceſſors, de le ome of them 
were not advanced to the chiefeſt Offices in the 
Church; and as being wearied of, or rather 
envying that moſt deſirable Chriſtian Concord 
and Union which then flouriſhed, and was ſo 
remarkable amongſt all the Members of it 
and which is very deferyedl ed and 
commended by Biſhop Ja) Spot tiſivaod, and 
your own Mr: ( Petrie, two of the Hiſſo. 
r:ans of thoſe Times: Your moſt unſociable 
Predeceſſors, I ſay, did then firſt begin to 
| diſturb the amiable Peace and Orier, 3 
of this Church and Kingdom, and to create 
great t Schifms and ons in them 
And no der Work and Labour indeed hath 
it ſince coſt dinge Party, with many Ups and 
Downs, E and Flowings 'far-upwards 
of an Hundred Vente Space; n man 
Rebellions, Maſſacre rd and Chriſtian Blhoo 
Jhed; to the very iſturbance; aud amel 
e Rain of chis ancient drt we 
1746.3 re 


"© Toe eg Fa. 
Tom. 2. Pag. 352» 
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„tis very vbſervable, 


Neformatlos, the rere c 
Church, and that of ke 
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"tothe, 
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ancient Governmetit'of this Chu#th and Ki N 
dom ; and alſo all the Chriſtian Blood ſpilt 
Britain, dating all that Spare 6F Time, 127 
Field of Battſe and by ofher er bene Violetite's 
Bur 475 A that Was kfien alfo ſhed b 

and of Fiftits\" for ſuppr e Uber 
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Which, with v 


All this fear Delu 2 07 Pl d, 1 fa 9 
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of eee tho! mil-led Perſons, of 
anks, both out Laach 2 and their 
fates; and have 55 ſuch a deep Tincture of 


ttheſe horrid Sins, y 12 70 2 of 
ke 7 9er eg, 
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cFompanied and aſſiſted by e Ces os, 

BO "will ever be able to cle and pur e 
But give me leave, Sir, to tell you, that 
ole Micans, 


ch naw is; 
and 


wa. AM 
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the pagſent Condition ofthis 
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— en 
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tid thot hes Prieſt by many, as he ele 
were of old, 15 now accounted Fools, and 
ſlighted nd {piled as the ver 7 ) Mire in 
the Streets : Yet the ſame 4 4 Pager 
that reſtored to Life again the (3 Had 4 

Wager ; I fay, our ht Aly RY 00 

_ be Gop, will, I — 5 

is own good T ime, Fun reſtore to | 455 pan | 

reſt and ruined Church in this Land (toge- [1 
er with the true Spirit. and Life of Religi: 4 
on) the free, open and publick Profeſſion and 
xctciſe of her cid and Apoſtoliek Faith, 
Worſhip and Government ; and cauſe het fi in. : 
cere and dutiful Chi/dren rejoice and flouriſh, , 
according to thie Days whetciit they hay 
een Atverſity.. 

As alſo, Sir, let me tell you. it is ts . 
the Countenance of the preſent Civil Govern: + 
ment, not the great Numbers tht by Reaſon | 
of your preſent Pro pert are now — per 
3 and moſt unbappily en int 
the Schirm; nor yet wo Practice (founded. I! 
1 own Confeſſion, upon 4 esch 1 
cefſity) of ſome few refofm'd Churches be- -:- 308 

Fond Sea, that will ever amend the Mattet, of | 
in the leaſt juſtify you in the Eyes of Gov * 
Almighty, who judgeth not as Mat jud- | 


And that becauſe Truth is ſtill THuth; 


e adhered to Ba” few or by mays ” 
| | th 9 1 


A 


I Cor. 4: 13. G00 Eat. 77. . 1, . 


the ſame Guilt upon vou. 


tho', if it were poſſible; eyen deſerted by all. 

The Romaniſts I know, you will tell me, 
do with as great Confidence (bur, I muſt fay, 
with the greateſt Injuſtice iu the World) charge 


the ſame Guilt of Schirm, yea and that 0 
Dereſy alſo upon the whole Church of Scor- 
land, and upon all Sorts of the Reform'd ; 


and that I ſhould therefore, in the firſt Place, 


clear my ſelf, and thoſe of the Cummunion 1: 
adhere to, from that horrid Imputation, be- 
fore did, with ſo much Forwardueſs, charge 


Sir, that the Romaniſts do call all Sorts of 
Chriſtians that differ from rhem, Yereticks 


and Schiſmaticks, is moſt true. To whom. 
not in the leaſt inclining at preſent to meddle 
with that Controvetſy, I take upon me to 


give only this ſhort, and, as T humbly con- 


*ceive, moſt reaſonable Anſwer. 1 
That when thoſe of the Romiſh Communi- 


on ſhall fairly, fully and evidently demon- 
ſtrate, that they have made no corrupt and 
unwarrantable Additions nor Innovations, 
neither in the Government, in the Fa#th, nor 
in the Forſhip of the Church (which are 


three great Eſentialt in the Chriſtian Religi- 


on) from what they were in the fr/? and pu- 


reſt Ages of the Go/pel,: But, on the contra- 


Ty, have faithfully preſerved the ſame intire, 
untainted and uncorrupted ; when this, I 
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0 A they ſhall /ifficiently proye, or direct 
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where the fame is already Su, fairly and 
#nexceptionably, done, the belt Reform d 
muſt then (but not till then) moſt juſtly ſub- 
mit to the Charge. ö = * — oi 3-4 8 


rantable Addition nor Innovations can you 
with any juſt Reaſon, charge the preſent 52 
fering Church of Scotland, becauſe both her 
Faith, her Worſhip and Government (as the” 
aboye-cited Mr. Sage, Mr. Calder, Mr. Bar- 
clay and others have judiciouſſy proved) are 
pure, primitive and Apoſtalic k And there- 
fore, you having no juſt Ground for deſerting 
her Communion, the horrid Guilt of Schitm, 
as already I think I have ſufficiently made ap- 
pear, lies heavily, at your Dor. 
Sir, I am well appriſed. you will not miſs, 
here to upbraid me with a late Deſign, unad-, 
viſedly forwarded (did it become a Lay-man 
ro ſay it) by ſome of the Clergy, of introdu- 
cing into the Church a few ancient, but now. 
of a long Time ob ſolete Vſages, cantain'din a 
ſmall Treati/e,call'd A Communion- Office, &c. 
taken partly from primitive Ziturgies, &c. 
| Londia in the Year 1718, ſuch as 

mixing the Wine with Water in theSacramen- 
tal Cup, anointing the Sic with Oy, &. 
Sir, I ſhall not wait ar preſent, neither will 
I take upon me to conſider with you, how fag 
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However, Sir, with no corrupt and un war- : 


chat Project was out of the N ay 


charge all Kind of Innovation, or 
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| eWay : Only! half | 
tell you, that the worthy Biſbop of Edin- 
burg h, with the other reverend Fathers of the 


Chhuͤrch, and ſome of the moſt learned and Ju- 
dſcious of the Pregbyters, did, in the Month of 


arch 1723, meet at Edinburgh, on purpoſe 
to conſider and determine about that Affair. 
At which Meeting, the ſaid reverend Bi: 
Hope, after having duly adviſed and ny 
thereupon, did unanimouſly and expreſſly dil- 
enovati- 

0u5 whatſomeyer, to be introduced into the 


- Church, unleſs that in the firſt Place, by a 


juſtand competent Authority, the ſame be du- 
ly and regularly examined, found agreeable 
to the Sacred Text, and eſtabliſhed. N 

And in their great Wiſdom, they have 
compoſed a Formula for that very Purpoſe, 
which the whole Clergy, under the Penalties 


then alſo enacted, are all bound to ſubſcribe. 


Utito which thoſe very Perſons who gaye 
firſt Occaſion to it, excepting one or two 
di ſobedient Members, have now moſt readi- 


| ly ſubjected themlelyes. _ So that this Affair 


with however ſtrange an Aſpect it did at firſt 
appear, can henceforth . further juſt 
Ground of Umbrage unto any. 

Here, in the mean Time, I cannor but 
with nujehSatisfation obſerve, what a great 


Adyantageand Benefit redounds to the Church 


from 
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from RE 4 Authivtthy,” * e 
but 2 very ſhout Time, afret the Chlrge of 
Biſhops 2 fr to à full and perfect Under. 
ding of the Endeavours an — igence of ſome 
of the Brethren in the fair, when, 
by their great Prudence, — x due Exerciſe 
their Epiſcopal Power, they did effectual- _ 
Prog are and put a fall stoß to all further 
eſs of it. 
"While, ar the ſame Tithe, ris lamertable 
to Nee what great irreconcilable Di vii. 
ons and Animoſities have, theſe ſeveral Years 
bypaſt, been amongſt your Teachers, concer-. 
ning a Number of (I may freely fay, for the 
= Py _ = imper 55 8515 ene? 
mpole ome of your Pre | 
their eker 05 75 by t 


8 There Was, about 1 12 or ee ou — 
Sirname of Craig, who, after he had for a c Time faid 
in one or two Gentlemens Families i in Serathearn, did at 
length paſs his Trials before the Presb —_— Presbyter * 4 
_ ferarder, in order to have been admitted into Miniſteri 
mon with them. Bur this Privilege they would by no — 
fer upon him, becauſe he refuſed, together with Aer ar wel 
on of Faith, to ſubſcribe and own theſe following Articles 
alſo, 25 Articles of his ach. . They require ing to 
ſubleribe, That there are more damned 1han faved. 2. That the 
ar 8 to ſin in Hell. Zr. That at 838 of — 
arents' receiving Baptifm, ying re they com 
actual Sin, are not ſaved. 4. Thar it is againſt ſound | 
and orthodox Divinity, to teach, That Men ought to forſake Sin 
in order to turn Wap if, T am credibly inform'd, that there 
were other eigh Articles of this Sort, - propoſed to the fad Mr. 
Craig, which are now ſuppreſt. All which do commonly bear 
this [ ; The Cchrerarder Creed, © 


of as Art 
32 11 — the Helief and Subſcription. whereo 


| 25 727450 am6ng.you, for 
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| 5 Ipeim three diſtinct Orders of Mini. 
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ich moſt however of your Ga e a 


Preachers, I am perſwaded, do heartily with 
, Had As beenpropoſed. Which Sane 
thar upon theſe and the like Accounts are x 


wwe of this E- 
N it is not Wich 0 the Com- 


paſs of al your Wit and e elt bead 2 


per aps, 
nd, * all I —5 hitl 2 aid, 
15.9 y ll de 5 and not e hat was 
breche pat ly Si u cee don 0 yet me 
re „and wit ortly as poſſible, 
ry it Kela over a 5 — what fair and 
eaſonable Hints have been already offered, 
hat as inthe 7 Jewiſh Church, Gop Almighty 
pimſelk 4 971 7 three Orders of Clerg y- 
mn, the High Prieſt, the Prieſts and the 
ter; bo in the Chriſtian: burth, the 
J EUs, and his Apoſtles; did inſticute 


2D: 


Nhare and compoſe. this 
I Bur u Sir, becauſe y 
ill prch 


Varg to continue to the End of 55 World. 
1 o nto the #7 of which only, and to their 
95 tful Succeſſor: (who, during the f 
of the Church, were ſtiled Apoſtles, and 


metimes 7645 but always ſince,. Biſhops) 
bleſſed LoRp committed the holy 4 7 
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And chis, Sir, becauſe I cannot pretend to 
perform it to better Purpoſe, I ſhall do, by giv - 


ing you an Abſtract, of what that judicious . 


Church of England Man's Companion, and 
ſundry other learned Authors, haye with. 
great lane written upon this Subject. | 

For which End, I muſt in the Firſt Place. 
tell you, That, by the Miniſters of Religion, 
we are to underſtand thoſe, who ( eing 
taken from among Men, are ordained for 
Men in Things pertaining to GOD. A 


wet Aaron, N 
The Miniſters of Religion, are the An. 
baſſadors of JEs us CHRIST, the Repre- 
ſeutati ves of Go b Almighty : By Him ap- 
inted to publiſh his Laws, to paſs His 
Pardons, and to preſide in his Whip. 
Go p has committed to them the Keys of His 


Kingdom. (6) M boſe ſuever Sins therefore 


they duly remit, they ſhall be remitted; and 
whoſaſtever Sins they retain, they ſhall be 
retained. In ſhort, they are the Stewards 
of the Myſteries of Gop, and the D;/pen- 
fers of his holy Word and Sacraments. 
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Honour which no Man taketh to himſelf,” 
wt hethat is called thereto of GOD, 47 
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it from falling. King (e) Saul, fot ie 
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3 G. 1 
All theſe Characters and Powers, are in 
Scripture aſcribed to the Miniſterial Office. 
For which Reaſon, it is of ſo high a Nature, 
that nothing leſs than a Divine Commiſſion, 
either mediately or immediately, can qualify 
„„ ooo WT 
Among the Jeu, none could approach 
the Preſence of G o b, but ſuch as were par- 


_ ticularly appointed by him. a Aaron and 


his Song, and the Levzres, were conſecrated 
4 the expreſs Command of Go to Moſes. 
0 


And no leſs than Death, was the Penalty 
of invading their Office. G op has vindi- 
cated the Honour of the Prieſthood, at the 


Expence of ſeveral Miracles. 


e Corab, Dat han and Abiram, though 


TLeviter, were, for invading the Prieſfs Of. 
fice, ſwallowed up alive, both themſelves 


and their Aſſociates. (a/ Vzzah was ſtruck 
dead on the Spot, for touching the Art, 
though he only did it, out of Zeal to hinder 


Sacrifice upon an imaginary Neceſſity, lo 
his Kingdom ; and King 75 UVzz1ahb, for 
attempting to burn Jacenſe, was immediately 
ſmitten with Leproſy, of which he never re- 
Ya, 
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(4) Levit. 8. and Numb. 3. 5. (b) Numb. 3. 10. and 18. 7* 
0 Numb. 16. (d) 2 Sam. 6. 6, 7. (ej 1. Sam. 13. (f) 3 Cres: 


26. 26, Sc. 
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Vea, our Bleſſed Lo RD himſelf, though, 
he wanted no Gift, to qualify Him for the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation ; and though the- F 
Neceſſities of Mankind calF'd loudly for his 1 
Inſtructions, yet did He by no Means take # 
upon Him this Office, till about the Thir= |! 
tieth Year of His Age, he was externally. 
commiſſioned thereunto by the HoLv 
Guosr; and that an /) audible Voice 
from Heaven proclaim'd Him to be the Mz S- 
SIAH. | | 
And of His Followers it is obſeryable, ' 
that they preſumed neither to preach nor to 
baptize, nor to perform any other ſacred Of. 

ice, until they were particularly commiſ- 
ſioned by Him for that End. ( He jirft 
irdained Twelve, that they might be with 
bim; and that he might ſend them forth to 
preach and to have Power to heal Sick- 
neſſes, and to caſt but Devils. 2 And ag 
terwards, He appointed other Seventy alſd. 

Again, in the Second Place, It is not tobe 
doubted, but our bleſſed Lo RD and His A. 
Poſttes, and the primitive Church, who hear- 
tily deſired the Converſion of the Fews, did 
for that very Reaſon, retain as many of the 

ewiſh Uſages and Cuſtoms, as were confi 
ent with Chriſtian Liberty, 


T. 


Thus 


(a) Tule 3. 22. (6) Mark 3. 14, 17. (e) Luke 10. * © 


the Hebrews, (c) A great 


Thus, the Two Chriſt ian Sacraments, Bap- 
t:/is and the Lory's Supper, were taken 


. « from the Jewiſh Bapti/ms, and from their 


Poſtreniums or After-ſuppers, which they u- 
ſually kept after the Paſſover, Chriſtian Or- 
dination of Clergymen hy Impoſition of 


Hands, is deriy'd from the Fews Ordination 


in the Synagogue. Our Way of Excommu- 

nication is expreſly taken from Theirs. Our 

2 Cathedral Churches anſwer to their. 
emple at Jeruſalem. Our Pariſh-charches 


to their Synagogues. And our. churching of 


Women, to their Purifications, And fo like- 


- wile, without all Peradycature, are the Three 


ſeveral Orders of our Clergy deriv'd from 
E 11 82 | i 
Agreeably whereunto, by an immediate 
Commiſſion from G 6D the Father, the Ho- 


x Isos, whilſt he lived here ongÞarth, 
was himſelf the Seu High Prieſt, and firſt - 


Biſhop of the Chriſtian Church: Having. 
been endued from Above, with a full and ſu- 


perlative Authority and Power, to inſtruct, 
to plant, and to govern the ſame. Deſign'd 


oy St. Peter, The great (b) Shepherd and 
ifhop of our Souls; and by the Apoſtle to 
gh Prieſt cal- 

N 
(4) „ e. Theſe Churches whereat our Biſhops were wont more 
eſpecially and principally to reſide, ſuch as the Church of St An- 
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. drews, the Church of Elgin, &c. (5) 1 Pet. 2. 25: (en Heb. 44 
14% and 5. 19. Ix J-..28 e 


led of GOD. The Twelve Apofles were 


* 


then only his Prerbyters, and the n 
2 85 His Miniſters gr Deacons..' 
For that the Twelve were even then of an 


Order, ſuperior to that of the Seventy, is 


moſt evident in Fact, not only from their he. 
ing gell A and ordain d firſt; from their more 
cloſe and conſtant Attendance upon our 8 
viouxs Perſon ; from their hearing the ſpe 


cial Names, together with the Number and 4 _ 


Defignation of Apoſtles; from our S AVI. 
o us mote particular Care, Solicitude and 
Interceſſion for theſe Tuelve; and his dili- 
gent inſtructing and teaching them more than 
the reſt of His Followers; and revealing ro 
them the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven: But from hence alſo, that the Suc- 


LE 


ceſſors-of the Apoſtles were choſen out of 


— Seventy, ſa Matthias one of that Num- 
Ik i 


be alledged, That Matthias was 


not one of the ſeventy Diſciples ; and not- 
withſtanding what is here ſaid, that the even. 
ty were of an Order equal to the Apoſtles 


Then, what Need was there I beſeech yon, 
for a new. Election, by ſuch a ſolemn Appeal 
to Almighty G op? Such an Election cer. 


tainly, upon Suppoſition that the Seventy 


were upon a Level with the Apoſtler, had 
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. 7. 6, 


ing ordained in the Place of Fudas.” 


been 
_ - 1 


Dec in che. po 


rf OP 1 1 
been alcogech er ſuperfluous, becauſe one 
— 4 could have as —_ ſery d the i 


Turn. But the N 28 tis 8 
Apoſtles | Praftice, e unqueſtionab] 1 — 0: o- 
therwiſe; it is hence 


tion, that in our Say 10UR'S Days 5 
were Three 2 0 {oe 
22 Ghurcb, as 


the Fewnſh: . 
* 2 Hr, tber thats wate not my 
dition Ordens or Degrees of Min/ters in 
les Days, which were 
defign'd to:continge to the E of the World, 
is plain to any one Who will read the deri. 
pturet without Prejudice: For, beſides theſe 
uo which your Party allow, vuα.. Deacon 
and thoſe — call 'd: HELPER FL 
. 


44ers in Seripture, and fomet 
| nee alſo of another Order, 


| A 
his Abenkon, . helf Di- 
ity in che Church, as is clear front. the 
ited 20th of St. Jobs, Ver. T., and 
1 Lake 212. 19 7 . where be faith, ©-4p-. 
Foint unto you 4 2 as my Fa 
"by tf fark 4nto me; and which by and. 
— be made manifeſt. Such 
were, 


7 


ere, 1 1 fey, ful , be ide theſe ewelve A 
175 aul and 8 ; who ( 
* by 3) by the ſpecial Deſignation of the 
| Rö HOST, 5 55 wich the Miniſtry 
of Prayer, and Faſting, 

2 7 ere by the ch 

tes, and Ambaſſadors of TEsUs CurrgT*: 
hom alſo we find (47-5) 14. 23. eder 

the firſt Apoſtdlical Or dinarion © 

that we read of in the New Teſfament. 


- Such were likewiſe" Timor hy and Titus : 


rot tis clear from the Epiſtles St. Paul wrote 
to them, that they had Poyyer to ordain Prix. 


byters, t 2 them to Neher Duty, to re- 


ceive Accuſations againſt them, and judicially 


ro paſs Sentence upon them: Which Clearly | 


proves their 8 lority over them. 
Such Was o Epaphroditus ; 


and ſack, 


no doubt, were the whom St. Pad calls 


Apaſtles of the Churthes,” add and joins with N 
tus, II. CG. 8. 23. And ſuch were 
1y thoſe Angeli 8 the Churches, mentioned 
in the fitſt three Chapters of the Revelation. 
F'know, Sir, it is alledged, that moſt of 


_ theſe were extra e and ſo of 
> 7 gh Inftirution' o But this is ſaid 
withour any juſt Ground, That they were 


ſometimes fent upon extraordinary Ang ; 


and had a Power, upon Occafion, to do ex- 
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quently endued with that Power. . So. that 


. 5 or the proper Notion of an Ev 
the At, and in St. Pauls E e is, ons 


$36 


oo eg. 
the 23 is alſo to be ſaid of Preibteri and 


acons.. Philip was only.a Deacon, and 
yet G op employed him in ſeyeral extraordi- 


. nary Matters: And working of Miracles was 
oF ſo a in 8 Beginning of Chriſtianity, 


ery neceſſary for eſtabliſhing 
i 15 hy e Truth of the Chrlſtian 
Naben. chat ordinary Chriſtians were fre- 


i this were an Ar t for the temporary 
Inſtitution of-oxe Order, it muſt be the ſame 
for all ghe ret; but thus i ir proving too much, 
muſt for that yery Reaſon be wa hes to Rene 
— 25 2 al. „ 50 


Thar Tinos h. "was an E- 


2 they urge St. Paul bids him /2 Fa <0 
Sa 5 the Work of an Euangeliſ. 


tis anſwer d. hat an Evangeliſt w 
. die Officer at any Time in the ee 


elift, in 


who was eminently. qualified to preach th 
Goſpel, and had taken great Pains hom 


Thus Philip was called an Eyangeliſt 22 
27; 8.) who was no more than a Deacon, 


and could only preach and baptize; and had 
not the Power by laying on of Hands, which 


| Timothy had, as is elear from the $ch Chapter 


of the. AFs ; where, after Philip had c 
yerted and baptized the Men of Samaria, the 


Apoſtles 


„ 


b 
˖ 
- 
f 
4 


RW 
Apoſtles themſel ves were obliged to Aan and 
Jay their Hands on them, they might 
receive the Ho, Y GHOST. And 


riot to chat of Timothy. 
Whence tis evident, That allowing 


7 * 


thy.to be an Evangeliſt; yet his Power over 
Presbytets did not accrue to him upon that 
an E- 


ed Nor does Timothys being 
liſt; prove the Office of Ordaining and 


8 resbyters, to be peculiar-to au E- 
a any more than Philip's being 


called, an Evangeliſt, proves the Office of 


Preaching and Baptiz ing to be. ſo. 

From what is ſaid therefore it plainly: 453 
pears, that there-were Three iſt" Ordtry 
or Degrees of Miniſters in the Chriſtiatd 
Church. both in our SA VLOUR'S Dara. and 
in the Days of his Apoſtles. 

- Out next Enquiry is, To how many, 05 
to which. of theſe, the Holy olick 
Powers of Ordination, Confirmation, and 
Fr. {drfFion. were committed. 

That the loweſt Order, that of Dedrons; 


bad not theſe Powers, is by all confeſs d: 
Apoſtles by Divine Inſtitution 


But; thar the 
2 with the fame, 4s alſo with a 

E of devolving them upon others, is 
_ A ama Becauſe as our bleſſed 


erefore 
the Office of Philip, was certainly fat Weds | 


SAVIOGUR 


340 

Severe (a) ae not FI Alf 1 to be 
aw High” Glick bur had his - M4] 
from God the Father; fo, after His Refur- 
rection; He inveſted His Apoſtles with the 
very ſame Authority and Commiſſion; which 
His — Father had given unto Him; 
in ſo far, as it Are to the Finſtroing, and 

Planting, and- 8 his Church. g.. 
For faith He not expreſly Jo. 20. 21, 
22. As my Father ſent me, even ſo ſend 
4 you And he breathed on them, and ſaid 
nuto them, Receive ye the Holy Guosr. 
In which Commiſſion is plainly contain'd, | 
the Apoſtles Authority of Ordaining and 
| Ruling others, and a Power to transfer * 
Commiſſion upon Others, and Thoſe upo 
Others, to the End of the World. 9 
. thew that it was not meotly perſonal to the 

Apoſtles, our S avroux promifes to be with 
them, and with their Succeſſors, in the Ex- 
ecution of this Commiſſion. {+ p, always, 
enden unto the End of the World.” | 
In Purſuance of which Commiſſi ion, the 
Apoſtles ordain'd Biſhops in all Churches. 
For that the above- named Powers, were a- 
Qually and really devolv'd by the Apoſtles, 
upon Timothy, Ti itus, and other ſuch fit Per- 
ſons, as the Occaſions of the Church re- 


25 is moſt 9 from _— I 
Keen +; 4 We 


| (a) Heb. 5 J. 5. (% Mat. 28. 20. 


(635 
the New Teftament 25 particularly 50m 


1 ** been before obſery 
4350 pow th Queſtion then bogs the 
Or that of Precbyters, ' 
"3 with theſe holy Powers? 725 
rmative whereof can never be pr. 
Seriprane, nor from Antiquity... 
For Firſt, Tis frivolous. to argue 9280 105 
Community of Names, to 2 e 
Sameneſs of Office : Or to pretend, 


ry often,” in the New Teſtament, promiſcu- 


ſame Office ; and becauſe meer Pres 
frequently. there call'd Biſhops, that ther 
fore all the Powers, wrong to Lade 
whom we now call e were ever lodged 
in theſe Presbyters. 
For, did this A 
reduce the whole 
Church, and bring them all. peut 
which neither Party, I am very ſure, . 
An. 
Fot, may wo not eaſily obſerve, that. our 


. the 


bleſſed Lok p himſelf, {x Pet. 2. lk 


__ The Biſhop of our Cy Thar 


1. ) He is called our {poſe 8 45 


Pri: And that / Rom. 15. 8 
ealled Miniſter of Deacon? 
not likewiſe obſerye, has the Applies (1 Pet. 


theſe Words Hiſbop and Presbyter are.ve- 
ouſly and indifferently uſed, to 22 ify the 


t ill hold, 95040 
7 


may — 


(36) 

Fir. IN d and 3 Jo. b. 1.) are cal- 
led e Elders? That 2 C. 
3 they are called Ambaſſadors ? And 
| i 7x or. 3:5. 2 Cor. 3. 6. and Ch. 
6. v. 40 they a are alſo card Aae e 
Deucon r? 71 
Now, will an ile Man, Sir, I beſeech 
vou, for theſe Reaſons, confound all thoſe 
ces? And ſay, That an A 8 

the Level with our Great High Prieſt; or 
that either a Presbyter, or a Deacon, is e- 


goes to an Apoſtle: * No cently, by 455 


_ TE it nor more per obſervable; that che fi 
r Order includes always the inferior'? 
For 


a Deacon when'made a Presbyter, ceaſeth 
to be a Deacon ſtill. Neither doth a 
Presbyter, when, made a Babes. 'Teale: to be 
a Presbyter . 
In e as 4 Captain of a Tro 
ot 4 General of an Army, may be call'd a 
| Soldier; yet every Soldier is not therefore a 
Captain, much leſs a, General: So, in the 
7 Manner, every Biſhop is a Presbyter, 
every Presbyter i is a Deacon. But every 
ter is not for that Reaſon, a Bijhop, 
neither is every Deacon a Presbyterf. 
© *Theonly Method then to prove, that the 
Pons: 'of Drdinatioy, &c. belongs to Pres- 
Nen is, to ſhew, that whoeyer/ were. in 
|  - Scripture 


(37) 


Scripture call'd.by the Name of Presbyt ter or 


ney, were inveſted with hoſe. oWers: 
ich is a 


Thing can never, be done. pn, 

For if 8 or Elders had the Power 

of Ordination lodged in them; for hat 
Reaſons can we ſuppoſe, that; St. Paul ſhould” 
hape left Titus in Crete, on Purpoſe to ( 
Ordain Elders in every City, when 'tis we 

= bd that that 17 75 had been a 

riſtianiry, g before Titut came thi- 

ex and : org doubtleſs; had man 

Presb) ters among them, to preach s and to 

mini er the Sacraments. ; 


10 thy at E pheſins, with a like Commiſſion,” 
in theſe Words, (6) I beſought * 0 abide. 
fell . Epheſus, hat 2 migh chang 

that they reach no” hes 9 


not an Acc ufo 73 but before Tub or Three 
Witneſſes. 4 y Head: ſuddenly on no. 
Man, &c. 

were many Elders in that Church, before 74. 


Nor Second! 5, Can this be prov'd from that 
4. 14, Where St. 


Pau exhorts Hor mig: to neglect the 


| Gift that was in him, Which Ws; given him 


a 4 Cc F- | * by, 
g l Nene 
cons” 5- @ 3m * r 5. 15 r 


9 


r 


Or, why did the fame petite | leave 1 | 


oc ring! 4 ths 
(6) +) pain an Elder (or Presbyter) receive. © 


it 4 allo certain, that there 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — 
— 
* 


Habds 97 the K Predbris. For, allowin 


4 5 
by Plophecy, with 1 "Lying on of the. 


'Y 


that 7imorb 0 Ordination is really ing 
ene 525 ich Ie learned Men have 
Ver cſtioned, it is manifeſt, as. 
Wo? lows oye gp 2.05 that the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, were often call 'd in Scriprure by the. 
5 of Presbyters; and co nſequently, the 
esbyters here mentioned, may very. pro- 
Ws be the Apaſttes, 
e are yery ſure, that St. Paul himſelf 
was one of them, and that he aſcribes. the 


| Whole of Timathy's Ordination, to his 0 n 


| e of of Hands, (2 . 6, A wa. 


the outmoſt that 2 
from this aboye: cited Text, i Yr vgs qne or 
more of ſuch as were meer Preshyters, might 
on their Hands, in Concurrence with St. 
22 to og their Approbation and Con- 
. As is ch Cuſtom at this Day. in "the 
Ordination of a hon yter, and has been 
„ done. at che ( Ordination pf a 
z/Nop : 
Nor Ti hirdly. Can it be ipferr d. from any 
of the Charges or Directions, given by St. 
an! jn his. Epiſtles, either to Kl "of 
Tesbyrers, that they had ever any Th hing 95s 
Which m of Ordination committed to t em: 


* . it t more than probable, that 
where - 


(a) Vide Berereg in Can. ah . Pag- II, ad finem Col. 3, | 


——— — 


4 0 


wherever che Word Bishop is found in Scrip- Z 


ture, as applied to an Eectefiaſtick Officer af · 


ter our SAVIOUR, * middle Order is al. 


Ways meant. 92 21 
a geen my h the A poliles are ſometimes in 


ed Presby Fers and Dexcons ye | 


= — never called Biſhops in the new 


ETioxom, that is Biſbaprict; but where- 
ver we meet with Exioxoro, that is Bi. 
Hops, either in the Achs or in the Epiſtles, 
we may very well underſtand the middle Or- 
der, which we now call Presbyter s. 
- As for thoſe whom: we now call Biſhops 
they were in the firſt Age ofthe Church 
being the ff Ambaſſadors of Ixsus 
Onnis r) ſtiled Apoſtles. For ſo St. Paui 
ſpeaking to the Philippians concerning Epa- 
— Phil. 2.25.) calls him his Hro- 
ther and anion in Labour, d ud dd A- 
U ο, but your Apaſtle. For bus the 
Greek Word, by an Emphaſis, ' ought in this 


Place to ber and not n 


in our Tranſlation: An Office, which 

probable St. Paul ordained him to, when he 
ſent them with this Epiſtle. For which Rea 
ſon, he them to retei ue him with all 


Gladneſs, and to hold ſuch in Neputation : 
And Epaphroditus is accordingly by all Ante 
—_— FEARS > to 2 firſt Biſhop of m— * 

7 Wa. 


5 - 
- 
— 


ſtament. Their Office is once indeed called 


A 


g 
* 
— _— — 
P ²˙ . ] .. GE 


r — 


G 


Now, Sir, the Apoſtolick Offde, as from 


the above cited Text ¶ Matth. a6. 20.) is 
moſt evident, being not but de- 
fign'd to continue in the Chriſtian Church; 
che Apoſtles took Care to 4 Per- 
ſons, to ſucceed them in that ae gh+. 
ry C who, as was juſt now obſerv d, were 
at firſt alſo call'd Apoſtles : Though after. 
wards; in Modeſty, declining ſo high a Title. 
and leaving it to the Twelve, firſt and ſtrictly 
ſo calld, they contented themſelves with the 
Title of Biſhop, which has continued with 
the higheſt Order of the Clergy ever ſince. 
8 chat. granting meer Presbyters to be 
Scripture-biſhops, which your Party have 10 
earreſtly contended \ for; 8 can 
from thence be inferr'd ro prove their h 
equal Power with thoſe 7 — we now 
Biſhop t. who, as is clear from what _— 
are he Sacceſſors'of a higher Grau. 
For further Proof, I might add; as was © 
| bove:obſery'd, - che joint Teſtimony of all 
Chriftzans, for near fifteen — Years to- 
gether, and challenge our Party to produce 
one ſingle Inſtance o a valid Ordination, 
performid by Presbyters withaue a Biſbop, in 
all thar Time. Andät being fo, e 
me one of the krangelt Thing sin the World, 
19 ſee People 2 — Timeof the Day. 
Fes ir. J A h 


3 
In ſhort, Sir, we have as ſufficient Ground 
to believe, that theſe holy :Apo/iolick Powers 


of Ordination, Couſinmætion and Juriſdi- 


Con, Were appropridite,, and made peculiar 


to thoſe, whom we ans nlBaeps and to 
their Predeceſſors in Office, as that ſundry 
of the Goſpels and Epiſtles are canonical 


Keripture. And conſequently, none but 
ſuch as are ordain d by 8 have any 


juſt Right or Title, to miniſter in the Churc 
of CuBIs r. 3. EY rn \.\ 4 vr ae: f Z 
T0 all that is here ſaid for the Divine 


That the Cher ann proye their Surrefſion, 


down from Js $US CH RIS r and his A {tles, | 


to this very Day. A, * 4 Wa Ich your 
Teachers dare not pretend co: 
lig d to do this : For, the Effect of all their 
Miniſtrations depended upon it; Which, if 
they could not do, they were forthwith de- 
graded from their Office, as from Ezra 2. 


62. is moſt clear, They ſought their Regiſter 
{faith the A* a? 


Prophet there). among thoſe that 
ow; by Genealogy, but - they were 


were rect 


not found ; therefore were they. at polluted, 
thruſt from the Priefthoed, A dcadful-Sen- 
tence ſurely, to an Ufurping Miniſtry, 
could they once be brought the Length, duly 


1 * * * — * 
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plwead for, let us view the Church under an 
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„ DE; 
Sir, As a farther Evidence, of this Supe- 
riority and Subordination, which 1 do here 


of thoſe Similitudes, by which it is uſually. 

repreſented: in Scripture, and we ſhall find, 

Thar they all combine to deſcribe it, as an 

orderly well yrs Soctety, under the Go- 
u 


vernment of ſuperior” and ſubordinate Offis 


And Firft, Take you it under the Figure 
of a natural human Body, as it is moſt live- 
ly repreſented in the 12th Chap. of St. Paul 


_ Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where, from 


the 12th ver. downward, you will find, there 
can be nothing more directly fite, to 
your late and new levelling Schemes of Pa-. 
rity, amongſt the Office- bearers of the Church 
(which are the certain Reſult of nothing, 


but Pride and Coyetouſheſs ) than the De. 


ſcription of the Church there given by the 
Apoſtle. ghd x VT: 4533-1 * 


Read. Sir, from the 15th to the 19th ver. 
1 Foot ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the 
Hand, I am not of the Body ; it it there- 
fore not of the Body? And if the Ear ſhall 


ſay, Becauſe J am not the Eye, I am not of 
the Body; is it therefore not of the Body? 
If the whole Body were an Eye, where 
were the Hearing? Or, if the'whole were 
Hearing, where were the Smelling! But 
wa mow 


88 0 4 1 
vo bath G OD ſet the Members, everyone 


0 rhem id the % as it bath pleaſe 


im. 
Again, cd the 28th-1 ver. where: St. Paul 
tells us, G OD hath ſet ſome in the Church, 
Af Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 

eachers, after that Miracle, &c. And 
in the 4th Chap. of his Epiſtle to the 
IT and 12 ver. he ſaith, a 9 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome E- 
vanzelifis, and ſome Paſlors and Teachers,” 
for the perfetimg of t 
Work of the Mini 5. for the edifying of the 
Body of CHRTST. And in the 29th ver. of 
the forecited 12th' Chap. of his Epiſtle to the 


Cor inthians, the ſame St. Paui ke ( aQue” 
os one would think, very needful to be 


ropaſedin thele bf Days ) Ar all, faiths 
e, Apoſites ? Are all Prodhers ? Are all 


&c. | 
Here, Sir, we m fairly ble, Thar 
St. Paul did un x Mer of Purpoſe ſet 
himſelf, to beat down that proud and inſult · 
ing Equality, which with ſo much Forward. 
neſs and Fondneſs, is moſt unjuſtly graſped 
after by your Presbyterian Preachers. 
ain, Let us confider the Church as 4 
Building; and ſuch it is call'd, 1 Per. 2. 


e Saints, for the. 


2 eacherr Are all Workers of Miracles ? 


and Eph, 20. A ſpiritual Houſe buils 
upon 
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aon the Foundation of the Apoſtles a , 
Phets, JESUS CnRISH himſelf being the 
chief Corner: ſtone. And ver. 21ſt, Chriſtians 


ler and Pro, 


are compared to a Building fit ly ramed, 
growing unto an holy Temple is 2 | Fn bo 
Now, Sir, tell me I beſeech you, can 
Heap of unpoliſh'd, uncemented Stones, an 
other neceſſary Materials, without a wiſe 
Maſter- builder, together with the Hands of 
other skilful Workmen, of different Stations 
and Calimmgs, compoſe a Building thus fitly 
framed.? The Application is moſt ealy. _ 
Again, Sir, let us look upon the Body of 
Chriſtians, as the Members of a large Zou/- 
Bold or Family. In that you know, there 
muſt be Szewards and other governing Ser- 
vants, of different Stations = Degrees, for. 
preſerving of a good Qeconomy and good Or- 


dier therein. 


Once more, Conſider the Body of Chriſti- 
ans as Soldiers, fighting under CurIsT Jx- 
sus his Bauer, and there, Fon will {ce an 
abſolute Neceſlity for general and ſubaltern 
Officers. In ſhort, Sir, the Parallel holds, 
and will ſtill be the ſame, if you view the 
Church under any other Similitude whatſo- 
ever: For we are by no Means to look up- 
5 | rch as a Babel, or a Realm 
of Confuſion. | Nor are we to apprehend, that 
CHRIST neglected the Eſtabliſhmear of any. 


%\ 24,4 
4M. 


* 


* 


os 
Means, that was and neceſſary for pre- 
yenting the ſame. Which yet he had done, 


had He, as ſome Men wickedly imagine, ap- 


pointed no certain Form of Government in 


the Church, but had left it to the Diſcretion 


of Men, to choſe what Form they pleaſed. 
Which, according to Mens various Humors 
and Opinions, would certainly have differ d, 


in the different Places and Kingdoms of the 


World: And fo, the Unity of the One Ca- 
tholick Church of CHRIST, which in Part 
conſiſts (as was before obſery'd) in being 
govern'd by the fame Hierarchy and Laws, 
would by this Means haye certainly been de- 
ſtroyed; which is a Thing upon no Account 
can be admitte. Dk 099 
To conclude then, and to ſum up all that 
is here ſaid upon this Head, we have, iu, in 
the Old Teſtament, for eſtabliſning and con- 
firming the Divine Right of Epiſtopucy, the 


ancient and unqueſtionable Government of the 


Jewiſh Church, by the High Prieſt, the 
Prieſts and the Levites, of Gop Atmighty 
his own immediate Appointment ; which is 
an unexceptionable Evidence. | | 


. 


We alſo have in the Second: Place bur 


bleſſed 8 a v.1 0 vR's Authority, with his EA. 
ample and Practice, whilſt here upon Earth; 
together with the Authority and Practice of 


His holy Apoſtles and Diſciples, all cer 
1276 73 | 


revealed 


neat᷑ fifteen- hundred Years togethe 


(46) 

revealed to us. 25 hath been aboye obſerved, 
in the New Teſtament. |. 

And Zaftly, We have the ier gtd, 
uni ven ſal, and con ſentient Teſtimony and 
Practice of the whole Catholic Church, A 
r, fair 
tranſmitted, and handed down to us, by woll 


credible authentic Hiſtory, and uni ver ſal 


Tradition. All which put rogethet, is as 
much as may reaſonably : ſuffice, to eſtabliſſi 
the undoubted Truth and Certainty of any 
Matter of Fact whatſoever. | 

- Whilſt on the -other Hand, you have no- 
thing in the World, to ſuppo new and 
late Schemes of Precbytery i Parity ( ſet- 
ting aſide the 2 — Fd Eſtabliſhment, 


which, for very good Reaſons, ye are cer- 


tainly mighty proud of) but the man ſed 


and perverted Senſe of a few Texts and 


tences of ſacred Scripture and primitive A. 
thors, moſt wickedly contrived and invented, 
by ſome proud Diotrepheſes of your own 


Kue, for thar very End and Pumpe Which 


in this Place, had it not been for ſtudied Bre- 
vity, I ſhould certainly haye given you a full 
and particular Account of, and ſhall, G op 
1 by the next, if required. 

in, Sir, for your further Satisfaction, 
Wr becauſe this Anſwer to your Letter, 


e in fo fat be judged defecttive, did ir not 


contain 


_ R_@._n 
A. 


| 1 or 


(45 


contain a juſt and clear Deſeription of the 


Church, the deſerting the Communion where 


of, I have above maintained to be ſo horrid a 
Crime; I give it you therefore briefly here; 
in the Words of a learned Doctor, as follows, 
* 65 the Church then is meant, the Body 

vciety of Men, that are regularly united 
„% under JESUS CHRIST their Head, and 


their Biſhops, and other Paſtors lawfully 


conſtituted under CHRIST, profeſſing the 
* ttue Chriſtian Faith, and performing the 
true Chriſtian Worſhip: Holding all Thi 


*« that ate neceſſary to Salvation ; and bold. 


ing nothing as neceſſary to Salvation. but 
*« what really is ſo. That is, what is clearly 
* contain'd in the written Mord of Gop, or 
is fairly deducible 
** therewith,” * 08 
And ſuch a One, bleſſed be G op, is the 
preſent ſuffering Church of Scotland, whereof 
I own my ſelf to be a ſincere, though an un- 


worthy Member. A "Church, where the 


Truth, and nothing but the Truth, is made 
the Object of our Faith: Where'G oD, the 
true Gop, and only the true G op, is made 
the Object of our Worſhip: And is decent- 
ly worſhipped, with excellent” unexception- 
able Prayers, and regular-uncorrupted Sacra- 


ments. 


8 


therefrom, and agreeable 
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- Our Wat is primitive and pure; dnd 
our Doctrines, whether out Enemies will 
own it or not, ate all Apoſlolical. And 
therefore, whoſbevet: divides himſelf from 
ſuch a Church, whetethe pure Word of Gop. 


is orthodoxly taught, and devout Prayers to 
Gop are made, and Gos holy Sacra- 
ments are regularly adminiſtred: That Man,. 
I fay, effectually cuts himſelf off from the 
Body. and ſo deprives bimſelf of that ſpirt- 
tual Nouriſſiment, which by | theſe holy Of- 
fices ſhould be conveyed to him. 
For, all God's Promiſes of Grace and 


5 Salvation, are made in general only to the 


Bady of Cux sr; and in particulat, to thoſe 
only that ate in Communion with it. And 
therefore, whoſoever forſakes the Commu- 
nion, does in Effect renounce the Promiſe: 
- ' The whole Stream and Current of Gop's 
ordinary and covenanted Mercy, as was be- 
fore obſerw d. runs in the Channel. of his 
Church. There we drink of /ivin 
"Waters, aud be ſaticfie But tis ill — 
ing to exrrantunaty Showers, - 
-flireams and 1 brokex a Ciftern that can hold 
s Vater. 
Sir. I come now in the Lf Place ta tell 
ve That beſides that your Party, by ſuch 
. Schilmatical Practices as are above-nem 
have moſt wilfully and Ie" ey _ 


2s 


; this jat Obedience and Reſpect which they 
owe td our-/piritnal Fathers, the Biſhops 
and Governor of the Church, as did Wicked. 

ly Coral Dathan and Abiram, in the | 


of -Moſes ; and thereby have miſetably di. 


vided themſelves from that o Spouſe of 
_ Caktsr: Your Vorſbip is what with & 
fafe Conſcience I conld never join in; 
For in yout publick Meetings, omittirig 
ſundty Things that are mighty chocki 
both in your Worſhip and Doctrine, which, 
for certain Reaſons, - 1 muſt here forbeat to 
name, you have moſt unwarily and fmprui 
dently — aſide” (I may juſtly fay) the very 
Life and Subſtanee of our holy Religion; 1 
mean, the” Public Reading of the Holy 
Scriprures the Loxy's Prayer, the Lau 
delivered by 'G oD., himſelf from Mount $7- 
nai, the Apoſtles Creed and the — 4 
The uſing of all which, as chief and prin 
cipal Parts in the Public Worſhip of Con, 
has ever been; and ſtill is the conftant and 
aniverfal Practice, of all the particular Ghay-- 
cher of Gop in the Chriſtian World, except 
our own very ſingular and ſelf . coceited 


ho, egative Uniformit 
e a n 0 Il iy 


e _ within theſe 


* ſevent Yeats. 
And 25 hey dd, $18; for tis orber Reds 


fon that I carr conceive, 2 
* * 


diefendthis their ſi 
EKeenneſs as the Seribes and Phariſees did 


Cw). 


and affected Oppoſition, which they ſtill de- 


light to maintain, againſt all the laudable 
Practices of the univerſal Ghurcb ; and be- 
cauſe of the great Eſteem and Valu# they 
* hou their own — ar TInventions.. 
ich, that they may have Opportunity 

and Time to deliver, and thereby keep their 
Hearers in Ignorance, and involve them ſtill 
more and more into Dchifm, and Rebelli⸗ 
| put, they haye for the main laid. aſide the 
Words indited by the unerring Spirit of G ap. 
And yet, for all this, they have aBrow to 
offer Arguments; and do pretend to juſtify and 
egledl. with as great 


their moſt ſtupid Unbelief, when they di- 
ſpitefully oppoſed and denied the So of 
Gor. But from the Beginning it was not ſo. 
But had that Candle, which they have 
no fo much buried under a Buſhie; I mean 
the Holy Scriptures, thoſe moſt noble Fer- 
mon- by the HoL GROs r, been in 

large Portions conſtantly, gravely and diſtinct- 


ly read, in the Audience of the People, ey 


Loks Day; which, as already was obſerved. 
has ever been the univerſal Practice of all the 
Ghirches of Gon; and wherein Obedience 
and Reyerence ro our Spiritual and Civil 
Governors is ſo ſtrictly and 9 requir- 
ed and enjoined, and where Rebellion aud 


oy KO a my oc ps 4, aaa. 


” © 
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amr 


Schifun rc {0 juſtly and deſorv 
with, their 417 hone | 


moſt ancient and excellent Ceringure- Pra- 
fore together with choſe other T nimiti vo 


that yout new Srheme: of Presby 
had ever got ſuch, Footing, or had, flood 
long. as to our woful 
„ i, HE 7. 1 (997748 
Sir, might eafily enlarge upon this Sub 


Je, . arid ſhew 8 dther very weigh- 
ty Reaſons why: I am not turn d MAhig, as 


you did, it ſeems, vainly imagine: Bur hay- 
ing already exceeded the Bounds of an ordi- 
nary Letter, and thereby perhaps; wearied 


your. Patience, When I have added, only 4 


few Lines more, I ſhall have done. 
What has here been ſaid (which is in 3 
great Meaſure owing to the above · cited Pal; 
Authority of thoſe. whom I am 
bey, determined to make 
hope, with the Bleſſing of Gon, be of {on 
Uſe for clearing and vindicating oppreſt 
Truth, to the unprejudiced Reader; and ta 
that nothing leſs than the Grace of Gon 
obtainable by moſt earneſt and fervent Prayer, 


together with the rn of the other inſſi⸗ 
2 


tuted 


ö 


edly branded 
ers It were impoſiible, I lay; had this 


arme above - mentioned, becn- ſtill. kept in 


Experience it has done * 


bound to o 
publick, may, I : 


"A 


ATI 

tuted Means, will ever be able to Sets 
either your ſelf or any of your Party) of 
your moſt wilful Miff ales in theſe Matters, 


_ | tho' of the greateſt Importance. 


© For Spiritual Pride, Sir, or a moſt foo- 
liſh Pretence to greater and higher of 
Holineſs and Knowledge than your Neigh- 
bours (which is one the principal Cau- 
ſes, and was at firſt the very Riſe of your 
Schiſm) hath had ſtill ſo much the Predo- 
minant over the Generality of your Party, 
and is now ſo far heightned by — 2 ge 
Proſperity, that, without the 
of Gop, Truths of this N tho' with 
the greateſt Clearneſs laid before you, are 1 
far from humbling you, and making 
yield, that they ſerve for no other Uſe ut 
to gall you, to provoke and ſwell your 
_ Spleen againſt the Author, and to cauſe you 
rack your Invention, by miſconſtructing and 

wWreſting en, Texts of Scripture, the 

cleareſt Primitive Records, to find out an 
An ſier. 

However, let me fell you, the doin 
is very far from that — . Uſe. og 
the Chriſtian Spirit of Prudence and Meck- 
neſs teaches you and me to OOO theſe 
holy and venerable Books. 
Now, Sir, forbearing to 8 yon with 


any er Apology 175 this — Anſwer, 


I 


3 2 


1 "F with all due RGA offer your diſcreet 


kind Lady and you, my dutiful and very 
juſt 98 for che many Civi. 
lities and Favours I have met with, and 
at your Houſe. 

. ood Friends here bid N the 

Wlarks of Civility and Reſpect, mo 

oh 47 5 to ſalute your Lad and you in their 
Name; and I do the 2 alſo to her Lady- 
ſhip in my own. So, wiſhing your pleaſant 


Aker. and youll bey 1 N 


2 1 Wi Kind SI R. 


ve Aen. and ih 
| obedjent dy ervant. 


ſture. which in direct Oppo 


a. . * 
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7 L, K. 55 e 
Frrk all 1 have ſaid anger yet W 
bear the putting you in res of 74 

moſt rude, irreverent, and ere 
tion to the 25 


cent Practice of the Church, ye do generally 


and ayowedly uſe, when ye make your ſo- 


lemn Addreſſe es, by Prayer and Praiſe to Al- 
mighty G'od: As if His ſacred Majeſty 
were delighted, not with the ( Beanty,- 
as the P ali t ſpeaks, but with the De, 
koꝛmity of Holineſs, 
To fit on your Breech( 
Home, while you beg Almighty God to 
bleſs, and do return His Great Majeſty 
Thanks, for the temporal good Things of 
this Life, the neceſſary Support and Nouriſh- 
ment of the frail Body, without the due Uſe 
whereof, it would inſtantly crumble into 
Duſt, is an Argument ſurely of no great — 
War 


your Tables at 


—— r ** 


2 


O Pfal, 25, 2. and 75 *% 


(55) 


ward nage tothe Boupriful Giver, pie- 


tend what you will, 
A Behaviour alfo it is; the moſt abſurd and 


unſcemly, would ye but only take Notice 


and reflect, wich how great Exactneſs 
there ordinarly perform A4 due civil Reſpelt 
to one another, immediately after. 
To choſe the ſame indecent Poſture in the 
apes, which is the Preſence chamber on 
Barth, of the Great King of Heaven, while 
85 are addreſſing His Divine Majeſty. for 
eat andieftfable Bleſſings, as the Par- 
Sour of Sin, and Grace to live well; and are 
Praiſes to his infinite Goodneſs, for 
har ure of his heayenly Grace and 
— 7 ye e have already received (and hay- 
e 


cad there on covered too) the 


ing. ſo, is a Piece of irreligious Diſreſpect 


folence. | 


Again, to ſit upon your Breech in che 


Hon of Go p, during the Prayer of Conſe. 


eration, and while you are receiving at the 


Hands of him, whom Ze own to be the Am- 
baſſador of Jes us CHRIS r, the facred 
Pledges of his dying Love; and being ad- 
mitted into rhe Caf thamberie the Bride. 
our bleſſed Redeemer, are made Par- 
rakers of the commemorative Sacrice of his 


meritorious Death, Which is one of the higlieſt 
of D4 and 


_ indeed; yea certainly, it is a very 1 In- | 


'* Religion : On ſuch an holy Qecafion Iſay, and 
in ſo holy a Place, to be in ſuch an unmanner- 


ne 
and moſt profound My/teries of the Chi 


i Poſture, is a Piece af the greateſt . 
Sir, I know vou will pretend, fo 
your irreverent and unmannerly ting at 
the Sacrament, that our Long and His A- 
poltles did uſe the ſame, ar the like Poſture 
ag firſt Iaſtitution. But this it is impoſ- 
ble for any Man to prove from the ſacred 


Text; For, tho! from thence it may ap- 


pear. that they did fit while they were eat · 
ing the Paſſover, yet it is not to be imagined, 


that our bleſſed 8 4 viouk and His Apoſtles; 


whom every where elſe we find, either in a 
Poſture of Kneeling or Proſtrat ion, in all 
their Addreſſes to - Almighty 'Gop, ſhould 
have continued then, moſt irroverentl 

ting and chawzng in their Moyths the Paſ- 
ſover, the very Time that the HoLy J&sUs$ 
was inſtituting another new and holy Rite, 
to ſucceed inſtead thereof, by taking into bis 


bleſſed - Hands, the ſacred Symbols of His 


Body and Blood, praying over them and bleſ⸗ 


ſing them, ;\ 2-4 


For, by Fad, Time, this: fred 75 


had n betaken themſelves to . 


ceut Poſture of- Adoration, at the Conſe 


gion and Commencement of this holy "Tofti 
| Hm "wy arms theſe Words, Fe 
94 | | | p they 


„ 
„ "Wag? . ä o 
x4 


„ 
they wers eating, upon which you do cerf- 
tainly build your Hypotheſis, can by no 
them, in a ſtrict and literal Senſe, for the 
immediate Act of Eating, but only to figni- 


fy, while they were celebrating the Feſtiyxal 


of the Paſſover, or before that Solemnity was 
ended, and the Gueſts diſmiſt. In which large 
Senſe, both theſe Words eating and drinking . 
are frequently uſed in the Word of Go p. 

So that you have neither Scripture-Pre- 
cept nor Example, nor the leaſt Footſtep of 
rimitive Practice, to juſtify your irreverent 
Itting at this moſt ſacred Action, which b 

all means ought to be celebrate, as the Churcl 

in her great Wiſdom hath, enjoin'd, with pro- 
found Reyerence, and in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
and humble Frame and Poſture, both of Bo- 
dy and Soul: Not in order to adore the E- 
lements, as the Romaniſts ſuperſtitiouſly do, 
W399 moſt falſely alledge we do; but 


„ 
* 


the Holy Fes us himſelf, rhe Great Maſter 
EY + he Fraft who is ſpiritually preſent there, 
and upon whoſe Bogy and Blood. there re- 
preſented by the Bread and the Vine, eve- 
ry worthy Receiver doth feed, not in a cor- 
pra and carnal Manner, but ſpiritually by 

ith, e Health. Since our S AvI- 


9 


| Run var hath expreſly told us ( Jo. 6. 


Bat Tit the Spirit that quickneth, the Fleſp 
e +. 


1 2 


Broficeth nothing. 


1 


1 Now therefore tell me, Sir, Theſecch you, 
what other Pretence can ye poſſibly alledge, 


for this your ſingular and moſt unmannerly 
Carriage at the Performance of theſe religious 
Duties above- mentioned? Is what our bleſ- 
fed Sayrour fays, (Jo 4. 24.) GOD ts 
4 Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth: Is 


this, I ſay, what ye pretend? 


Indeed, Sir, from this Text, and very 
many others in holy Writ, it is moſt evident 
that the Tytenſeneſs and Sincerity of the 
Heart and Soul is an indiſpenſible, yea the 
very principal Ingredient in all our re/agious 
Devotions, without which, the greateſt De · 
monſtrations of outward Reyerence are infi- 
gnificant, and as St. Paul tells us, ( 1. Tim. 
4. 8.) do profite little. N 3 
But from hence it can never be inferred, 


that Bodily 1 or Adoration is exclu- 


ded, or in the leaſt inconfiſtent with this 
true Devotion of the Soul; which, your Be- 
haviour proves to be the Opinion of your 
Party : Becauſe, on the contrary, the {ame 
is expreſly required and enjoined in the 


Word of Gop, aurhorifed by our bleſſed 


Lorp's own Example and Practice, by the 
conſtant Practice of the Church of God, 
and that of holy and devout Men mentioned 
in Scriptute. ccc 
. | Sde 


0 


ie 
See tor this 2. Chrom. 20. 19, Aud be Le 
viter ſtood up to praiſe the Lord God FI. 
el with a loud Voice. Neh. 9. 5. Then the EE. 
vites ſaid, Stand up, and 22 the Lord vou 
God. Rev. 7. 9. Theyſtood before he Ti 
and . the Lamb, and ified wink p | 
pray ozce, ſaying, ' Salvation, Ke. Pfal. 
6. 0. 1 worſhip, let ws bow 
= 15 ur kneel ee the Lord o _ 
04s by my 
fart 1 Ee that A me 5 | 
ſhall bow. Dan. 6. ro. Daniel vc hopes | 
on his Knees three Nera Day, and pray-. 


ed, Matt. 26. 39. Gor bleſſed! Lozs 


on his Face and prayed. Lul. 22. 41. He 
Eneeled down Ae ayed. Act 7. 66. St, 
Stephen kneeled and cried with a 10 


a 
Voice, Lorp Tay not this Sin to their 
Charge. As 21. 5. St. Pi with the 
Church at Tyre kneeled down #pon the Feu. 
Sho#e and prayed. Wes Numbers of other 
Texts to the urpoſe, which are abus. 
dantly ſufficient to 7 — the Church in 
this Particular, and to oblige us, as the fame 
Apoſtle directs, x Cor. 6. 20. Tv ghrify - 
GOD both in our Bots, and in our Souls, | 
that are Fits. 

ut why, Sir, mould 1 multiply Texts 
of Scripture to, you, though never ſo direct 
aud ä to the Pp? e, ſince even the 


e F 
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5 8 ahi, in many ; Things, is not 
ſufficient to determine ch eſpecially where 
1 is ſeconded the Care #: Pra: 
_ 
The Scriptures * Inſtance ftridly injoin, 
when we fray,. to ſay. the Lon d' Prager 
See for this Luk. 11. 2. of#6 Jha va fat 


unto them, when ye pray, /ay, her. 
| which art in Heaven, &c. Re chav Pre 


epeconhemere poſitive or more cxprels: : For 
ch Reaſon, the Church has ever pi 
obſerv d the ſame; and in every. Aiſtink v4 
e of her publict Worſpip, expreſly in- 
in d this incomparable and moſt e 
benſive /e Form to be uſed. - 
- « Which you, for: that very Reaſon, I be. | 
lieve, do corntully diſuſe and neglect, and 
do call the ſo — it, Goip A oj wa ape | 


Jeſs and neous d the 
concluding our Prayers ee An En- 


e 
| t, and kubve | 
* Of CurIgrt,;: All which Expreſſions, as vou 
may eaſily. . obſer erve, do certainly very nearly 
— 2 upon the moſt horrid Blaſphemy. K 
But, it may very juſtly be fo ed, . 
out great Breach of Charity, T at the 
Reaſon of your Diſobedience in' this ry. 
e 1 from the Back wardneſs of your 


1 * Of 1 8 " * . 9 1 
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© * 2 ddl Eflay, P. 318, 339 
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H o 
tevengeful aud unrelenting Hearts, which by 
no Meaus will comply to ask Forgiveneſs of 
GOD Almighty upon his own gracious. 
Terms; and to ſay from the Heart, in his 
Bleſſed S o xn's moſt powerful and prevailing! 
Words, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
Sir, If unhappily there be any of ſo wild 
a Temper, I wiſh they could ſerioufly lay ro 
_ Heart this indiſpenſible Condition, upon 
which G op Almighty his gracious Forgive- 
neſs is expreſly founded: For if ye from + 
the Heart forgive not Men their 7 roſpaſſes, 
ſays our Bleſſed Saviou, nor until ſeven 
2 only, but until ſeventy Times ſeven, 
neither will your heavenly Father forgive 


.. i { 


= 
- 


* 


vou your Treſpaſſes. RE 10S F. 
Again, Sir, the Scriptures, both by Pre- 
cept and Example, do authorize the publick 
reading of the Word of God in the Congre- 
gation. See for this Deut. 31: 1x. hben 
all'Iſrael is come to appear before the Loxy 
thy Gop, in the Place which he ſhall chuſe, 
thou ſhalt read this Law before all Iſrael, ix 
their bearing. And Neh. $. 3. Ezra read 
therein ( viz. the Book of the Law) from 
the Morning. until Mid- day, before "the 
Men and the Women, and thoſe that could 
under ſtand and the Ears of all the People 
were attentive unto the Book of the _ n 


OE Rf BREE 
Tris faid, it is true. in the 8th Verſe follows | 
ung. Thet they did read the Law of GOD. 


 deftiniHy, and* gave the Senſe, and cauſed 
them to underſtand the reading; the clear and 
certain Import whereof is anqueſtionably this, 
n the ry was di 9 the 
gy did ex or interpret to the People 
the original 5 ebrew, the aha whereinto 
the Low was written, which, by their long 
ſeventy. Vears Captivity in a ſtrange Land, 
y were quite ignorant of. But this was 
© _ Heither Preach;ngnor Lecturing in the mo- 
© _ . dern Senſe, as ſome through Ignorance and 
© © Prejudice may perhaps alledge. 
= 3 2 ſnew, _ 7 ae: read- 
tg ot the Scriptures in the ( ion, 
was a conſtant Part of the Sabhath days Ser. 
nice, lee Ach 13. 14. 15. Paul and Barna- 
bas went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath- 
, and ſat down, and after the reading 
be Law and the Prophets, the Rulers 
> of the Synagogue ſent unto them, &c. And 
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That the Prophets, were read every Sabbath- 
day: And Act 15. 21. That Moſes was 
reed in the Synagogue every Sabbath-day. 
: And that this moſt uſe ful and neceſſary 
Practice was alſo to continue in the Chriſtias 
Church, as from fundry other Texts of Scrip» 
ture, ſo may we particularly learn 


\ 


erſe 27th of the ſame Chapter we are told, 


* 


e - (647); .. | 
hence, that Timothy is commanded by Sr, 


\ 


Paul (1 Tim. 4.13. ) To give Attendance 
to reading, ac well as to Exhortation and 
Doctrine. And from the fame A 27 
Command { Col. 4. 16.) When this Epiſtle 
it read among you, canſe that it be read al- 
fo in the Church of the Laodiceans: and 
that ye likewiſe read the Epiſtle from Lao- 
dicea, Oc. 8 | 
Now, Sir, the Church, in Conformity to 
theſe Inſtances and Examples of Holy 
Scripture, hath always religiouſly perform d 
this Duty of reading the Word of G o v in tho 


Congregation; Four or more Chapters, be- 


ſides Pſalms, every Lorp's Day, and every 
other Day of publick Worſhip: But the do- 


ing fo, you diſdainfully flight and deſpiſe.. 
except a few Verſes, which at your Diſ- ; 


cretion ye read for a Text or a Lecture: 
Which, as you ſee, is far from obſervi 
ps practice, and the primitive an 
conſtant Practice of the Church in this 
Matter. LES F 

And thus, Sir, to the Regret of ma- 
ny ſerious intelligent Chriſtians, do ye 
moſt unwarily behave in fundry other Par- 
ticulars. I ſincerely beſeech Almighty 
Gop, of his great Goodneſs, to enlighten 
your Underſtandings, and to rectify your 
5 > * 


. 
W | : 
Bath | * 
* * 0 * a 
6 7, 
7 [ 1 


SY Land 8 Wills, hat. ye may * 
| © ot keogth' ſee, and ſpecdily  retarn to th 

| old Paths, that lead 54 to Life and 
ineſs eternal. Adrien! 
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